-------------------------------------------------------------------- INTRODUCTION

elementary science ' flourished under the constant care of Mazzini and
his coterie of close friends in London.

While laying stress on the necessity of working-class organization
and social reform, Mazzini appealed to the Italian workmen in London
to remember that social revolution should have a moral foundation, or
it would not come about. Through the Italian National Association,
which he founded in Paris, he presented his ideas to his exiled country-
men on a concrete basis. The object of the Association was' to aid the
free development of the national sentiment and to hasten the moment
when the Italian people shall be able to give a solemn decision upon the
political, social and economic conditions best suited to its wants.'

While from his exile, Mazzini continued with unabated energy to
urge national and revolutionary Italy to overthrow ' the petty
Piedmontese disguise,' he was well aware that certain fundamental
changes should take place in the state of things that existed amongst
nations if they desired to avoid the imminent explosion in Europe and
its reactionary consequences.

In 1847, the year before the outbreak of war and revolution, he
founded the People's International League in London and held its
inaugural meeting at the Crown and Anchor Inn in the Strand. The
aim of the League was not only to seek the right of nationalities but to
promote a genuine understanding in dealing with all international
questions.

In the midst of all these activities in London, Mazzini kept himself
well-informed about affairs in the continent of Europe. In 1846, on
the death of Gregory XVI, the conclave elected Giovanni Mastai-
Ferretti of Sinigaglia to succeed him. The new Pontiff, Pius IX or
Pio JVbno, as he was popularly called, was benevolent and expressed
sincere desire to introduce liberal reform in the constitution of the
Papal government. He was even reputed to be hostile to Austrian
domination, but two years later he denounced the war against Austria.
However, the news of the great uprising throughout Italy infused
fresh hopes in Mazzini, and he hurried to Italy although since 1833 he
was under condemnation, of death in every part of his country.
Giuseppe Garibaldi who was also under a similar threat for having
participated in activities of Young Italy joined Mazzini in Rome.

In Rome there was a serious conflict between the Pope and the
liberals, which eventually led to a riot. The Pope fled from Rome in
disguise and took refuge at Gaeta, A provisional government, having

17